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“Winning this grant has made a huge positive impact on my career, as I was able to ac-
complish so many more things when I didn’t have to deal with the burden of finances. Just 
to name a few, I was the recipient of the Jim and Charlotte Norcop Prize in Song at the 
University of Toronto, received first place in the Ottawa Choral Society’s New Discoveries 
Competition, was accepted as a Voice Fellow at the Music Academy of the West where I got 
to study with opera star Marilyn Horne, and was offered a position in the Gerdine Young 
Artist Program for 2015 at Opera Theatre of St. Louis. If it were not for the Hnatyshyn Foun-
dation, all of this would not have been possible and I am eternally grateful for their support.”  
– Charles Sy, recipient of the Developing Artist Grant in classical vocal performance.



Opposite: Charles Sy singing the role of Mayor Upfold with 
University of Toronto Opera in Benjamin Britten’s opera, 
Albert Herring. Photo: William Ford

When you support the Hnatyshyn Foundation,  
you support more than just a year of extraordinary  

Canadian talent.

You shape the next generation of Canada’s performing artists by enabling them to 
continue their education. You enrich Canada’s cultural heritage by recognizing and 
supporting the best artists and curators the country has to offer. You bring Canada’s 
stages, theatres, museums and galleries to life. You secure Canada’s position as an in-
ternational cultural centre. You forge unprecedented collaborations. And, you share 

the joy of creativity with every performance, exhibit and installation.

We know your generosity produces truly amazing results.

Enriching the Legacy of the Arts in Canada

Rt. Hon. Ramon John Hnatyshyn, P.C., C.C., C.M.M., C.D., Q.C.
Founder

Cover: Sarah Marchand as Hermione, from Concordia’s Fall 
production of Marivaux’s “The Islands of Love.”  
Photo: Tristan Brand



Martin ten Kortenaar, recipient of the 
2013 Developing Artist Grant in Ballet.  
[Photo: Karolina Kuras]
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2013 marked the ninth anniversary of the De-
veloping Artist Grants, the foundation’s national 
scholarship program for young performing artists 
in training. Eight $10,000 grants were awarded 
this year to exceptional candidates, the youngest 
being only 18 years of age! They were Charles 
Sy (Classical Voice), Marlène Ngalissamy (Clas-
sical Music, Orchestral Instrument), James Hill 
(Oscar Peterson Grant for Jazz Performance), 
Melissa Watt (Contemporary Dance), Christo-
pher Kusuhara (Classical Music, Piano), Martin 
ten Kortenaar (Classical Ballet), Rose-Anne 
Déry-Tremblay (Acting, French Theatre) and 
Sarah Marchand (Acting, English Theatre). 

The foundation is proud of these young people, 
many of whom perform abroad, powerful testi-
monies of the wealth of Canadian talent. Since 
2005, the Developing Artist Program has pro-
vided financial support to 70 exceptional young 
performing artists.

We continue to enhance our support for the 
visual arts. In July, we announced the creation of 
a new prize in partnership with TD Bank Group. 
The Hnatyshyn Foundation - TD Bank Group 
Emerging Curator of Contemporary Canadian 
Art Award is a $10,000 annual prize intended to 
create opportunities for Canadian curators under 
the age of 35. The inaugural prize went to Jon 
Davies, Associate Curator at Oakville Galleries. 

Marcel Dzama received the $25,000 Hnatyshyn 
Foundation Visual Arts Award that honours 
the work of an outstanding mid-career artist. 
In recognition of the role Visual Arts curators 
play in fostering and promoting Canadian art, 
Marie-Josée Jean was awarded The Hnatyshyn 
Foundation Award for Curatorial Excellence in 
Contemporary Visual Art, an annual prize of 
$15,000. 

Andéanne Godin, Kim Kielhofner and Marlène 
Renaud-B were recipients of the Charles Pachter 
Prizes for Emerging Artists. The young artists 
were selected by curator Nicole Gingras, the 2012 
recipient of The Hnatyshyn Foundation Award 
for Curatorial Excellence in Contemporary Visual 
Art.

To date, the foundation has awarded more than 
$350,000 to emerging and mid-career visual art-
ists and curators in Canada.

In early 2013, the Foundation received a final in-
stalment of $2.5M from Heritage Canada in rec-
ognition of a successful fundraising programme 
to match this amount. This significantly increased 
total Foundation investments to a market value of 
$7.6M as at December 31, 2013.

To preserve capital and maintain a low level of 
investment risk, the Foundation maintains an 
investment policy which is heavily weighted to 
Canadian investment grade fixed income, a policy 
which is reviewed annually. In 2013, the Founda-
tion is pleased to report that the performance of 
the investment portfolio again outperformed its 
relevant benchmark.

I would like to express my appreciation for the 
generosity of all our donors and partners and 
the many members of the arts community across 
Canada who have supported the foundation in 
the past year by providing advice, serving as jury 
members for our grants or as Honorary Patrons. 
Finally, I extend my sincere thanks to our Board 
of Directors and staff, whose hard work and ex-
pertise have ensured the continued growth of The 
Hnatyshyn Foundation.

Gerda Hnatyshyn, C.C. 
President and Chair of the Board of Directors
March 2014

President’s Message
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Melissa Watt, recipient of the 2013 Developing  
Artist Grant in Contemporary Dance.  
Photo: Cylla von Tiedemann

 
4



You
ELEVATE
the talents
of YOUTH

Thanks to donors, our internationally acclaimed Developing Artist Grant pro-
gram helped eight exceptionally talented Canadian students achieve their dream 

of continuing their education in the performing arts.

Since 2005, 70 gifted young performing artists have benefitted from Hnatyshyn 
Foundation grants. As a stunning example of the promise of our recipients, many 

have achieved success at home, while others have represented Canada abroad.

For helping our youth aspire to greatness, we thank you.

From the bottom of my heart, thank  
you for making this year a success. 

 
I remember how doubtful I was that I could ever earn a prestigious award 

such as the Hnatyshyn Developing Artist Grant (…) Most importantly,  
it reinforces the value of education. I have heard endless times that actors 

do not need to have a degree in order to be successful. While this is  
certainly true, my time in university has been life-altering.   

 
– Sarah Marchand, winner of the Developing Artist Grant  

for English Theatre - Acting. 

“

“
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Marlène Ngalissamy, of Montréal, QC receives 
the classical music grant for orchestral instrument 
(wind). A 20-year-old bassonist, she will be study-
ing at the Conservatoire de Musique de Montréal 
where she begins the final year of Bachelor of Music 
degree this autumn. 

The French theatre acting grant goes to Rose-Anne 
Déry-Tremblay, a 21-year-old student at Conserva-
toire d’art dramatique de Montréal, originally from 
Trois-Rivières, who will enter her final year of stud-
ies this autumn. The French theatre acting grant is 
funded by CIBC. 

The classical piano grant is awarded to 20-year-old 
Christopher Kusuhara of Burnaby, BC. He begins 
the third year of a Bachelor of Music degree at 
Schulich School of Music of McGill University this 
September. 

The winner of the Oscar Peterson Grant for Jazz 
Performance is James Hill, a 22-year-old piano 
player from Toronto, who will enter his fourth year 
in the Bachelor of Music Jazz Studies degree pro-
gram at Humber College this autumn. 

Recipients of the 2013 Developing Artist Grants

I’d like to thank you again for the incredible support that the 
Hnatyshyn award provides. The award represents a big vote of con-
fidence and has made it possible for me to focus on my studies at the 

Conservatory and on planning for my future. It’s an enormous source  
of motivation for me. – Rose-Anne Déry-Tremblay

“ “
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The classical ballet grant goes to 18-year-old Martin ten 
Kortenaar of Guelph, ON, who will be undertaking a full-
time apprenticeship with the National Ballet of Canada in 
Toronto. 

The winner for contemporary dance is 21-year-old Me-
lissa Watt of Edmonton, AB. She will complete her final 
year of the Professional Training Program at The School of 
Toronto Dance Theatre.

The graduate grant for classical vocal performance is 
awarded to Charles Sy, a 21-year-old Tenor from Missis-
sauga, ON, who will begin studies for his Masters at the 
University of Toronto.  

Sarah Marchand, age 21, of Gatineau, QC is the winner 
of the Developing Artist Grant for English theatre acting. 
She will commence her final year of a specialization in 
Theatre Performance at Concordia University this fall.  
The English theatre acting grant is funded by CIBC. 

It is an incredible honour to be picked as an emerging Canadian  
artist (...) It is recognition on how far I have come since I started ballet.  

As for what it means for my career, it has allowed my first year as an  
Apprentice to be quite comfortable, and without any financial  

worries. – Martin ten Kortenaar

Recipients of the 2013 Developing Artist Grants

“ “
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In recommending Dzama for The Hnatyshyn Foundation Visual Art 
Award, the jury noted that an expansive range and depth of narra-
tive has emerged since he first became known for his now distinctive 
drawings. Evident in pieces made across media, including recent 
large-scale ceramic tableaux and ambitious films, Dzama’s work re-
veals a tougher, more politicized reading combining personal histories 
aligned with the strategies of early modernism. Such beguiling sophis-
tication foiled by the unpredictable lends a nuanced, multilayered air 
to his subjects while elucidating a resonance with our contemporary 
world.

Mid-Career Visual Arts Awards

Marcel Dzama  
(Winnipeg, Manitoba)

Marie-Josée Jean 
(Montreal)

Award for Outstanding Achievement as an Artist

In recommending Jean for The Hnatyshyn Foundation Visual Art 
Award, the jury commented, “For more than 15 years, Marie-Josée 
Jean has researched conceptual art with a fresh analytical eye, exam-
ining both the recent history of the movement, as well as its iconic 
works, in a field yet to be the subject of a single in-depth study. Her 
exhibitions, publications and lectures attest to her diligence and pre-
cision, as well as her high degree of intellectual rigour. The expertise 
she has acquired in relation to the theories and practices of concep-
tual art extends into the field of museology as well: issues such as a 
work’s placement and recontextualization inform her chosen area of 
expertise, and are key to the concepts conveyed in her essays and the 
exhibitions she curates. As a result, her work has been key in helping 
to advance the discipline.”

Award for Curatorial Excellence in Contemporary Art
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Jon Davies is a Montreal-born curator and writer based in 
Toronto. The jury for the Emerging Curator of Contemporary 
Canadian Art remarked on Davies’ original concepts and the 
quality and range of his work. Davies’ personal approach is 
a bridge between artist and audience. He routinely demon-
strates that his curatorial vision is one rooted not simply in 
rigorous curatorial exercises (at which he excels), but also in 
creating opportunities for lasting engagement between audi-
ences, art and ideas. 

“We were impressed with the extraordinary talent showcased 
by Davies and the many other submissions from young artists 
for this inaugural award” said Pamela Meredith, Senior Cu-
rator, TD Bank Group. “As a long-time supporter of arts and 
culture, we are committed at TD to creating opportunities for 
young Canadian artists to embrace their passion of the arts 
and pursue a future in this field.”

Jon Davies receives his award from Gerda Hnatyshyn, President of 
the Hnatyshyn Foundation and Pamela Meredith, Senior Curator, 
TD Bank Group. Photo courtesy Robyn Mccallum, TD Bank Group.

The Hnatyshyn Foundation - TD Bank Group  
Emerging Curator of Contemporary Canadian Art Award
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Kim Keilhofner in a still from her video project, Cecilia (Train to Illinois). The video has been 
shown at the Festival International de Films sur l’art in Montreal and the Festival Miden in 
Greece. It will also be shown at the Moving Image Biennale in Buenos Aires in the fall of 2014.

The prize has brought increased interest to my work that 
will bring new potential for its presentation. I am very 

grateful to the Foundation and all those who have put their 
time and energy into this prize. – Kim Kielhofner
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Andréanne’s ambitious yet ephemeral works are read as drawings-installa-
tions in which gestures and traces are magnified. Her recent installations 
highlight various forms of metamorphosis: firstly, that which results from 
the materials she uses; but also from the transformation of a landscape – 
the inevitable disappearance of any image recalling, among other things, 
various types of erosion relating to the fragility of our environment, the 
impermanence of memory, and the ephemeral nature of the emotions. 
Her entire practice seems to be imbued with a deep melancholy before a 
space, a landscape or a memory that is crumbling, revealing an emotional 
attachment to the place to which she slowly gets closer. 

Charles Pachter Prizes for Emerging Artists

Andréanne Godin

Kim Kielhofner

Marlène Renaud-B

Artist’s statements by Nicole Gingras, recipient of the 2012 Hnatyshyn Foundation 
Award for Curatorial Excellence in Contemporary Art

The artist’s work combines performance, art intervention, installation, 
sculpture and video. The notions of in-between, porosity and contamina-
tion of spaces and perceptions are of particular interest to her. The artist 
explores the connections between body and space, whether a studio, a 
gallery, a public place or a “natural” context. She never hesitates to place 
herself in the middle of actions that consist, literally or metaphorically, in 
probing a space. 

Kim is the principal character in her works, several of which come close 
to a personal journal in which she records her perceptions, doubts, 
questions and insights. These images unfold as a series of photographic 
moments. The narrative aspect is crucial here: words on the screen, words 
in a voiceover by the artist. The accounts are laconic, fragmented. Pur-
posely incomplete, they leave us in suspense, disarmed and intrigued by 
the slices of life, experience or history that the artist shares with us. 
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You keep
Our Foundation 

SOLID

The Hnatyshyn Foundation sincerely thanks  
the 2013 Board of Directors for their  

invaluable input and guidance.

Gerda Hnatyshyn, 
C.C., President

Carol Anderson Cynthia Dale Richard Dearden

John Hnatyshyn Keith Kelly Sylvie Morel Julie Nesrallah Sara R. Nixon

William Saunderson Gaetane Verna Dr. Ireneus Zuk Y.A. George Hynna
Honorary Counsel
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THANK YOU
for  

ENRICHING
 the Legacy of the Arts in Canada.

The Hnatyshyn Foundation gratefully acknowledges the support of the  
Government of Canada through Canadian Heritage.

DONORS

We appreciate the many friends of the Foundation  
who have made donations to our endowment fund.

Conductor’s Circle ($250,000 or more)
Anonymous

Gerda Hnatyshyn
Estate of John Stratton

President’s Box ($100,000 to $249,000)
Ann McCain Evans

Government of Alberta
Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP

Shirley Greenberg
Power Corporation of Canada

William & Meredith Saunderson

Sponsor’s Box ($50,000 to $99,999)
CIBC

Government of Saskatchewan
Dan Greenberg

Harrison McCain
Oscar Peterson

RBC Foundation
Temerty Family Foundation

Front Row Centre ($25,000 to $49, 999)
Anonymous

Gail Asper & Michael Paterson Foundation
Ann Birks

BMO Financial Group
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John & Judy Bragg Family Foundation
John & Bonnie Buhler Family Foundation 

Government of British Columbia
Imperial Tobacco of Canada

Oliver Jones
Ron Joyce Foundation
Kahanoff Foundation

Hon. Margaret & G. Wallace McCain
Scotiabank

Sobey Foundation
Arni Thorsteinson & Susan Glass

Vered Foundation
W. Garfield Weston Foundation

Orchestra ($10,000 to $24,999)
Anonymous

Acuity Investment Management
Andreasen Family
Birks Foundation

Canada Post
Celtic House Venture Partners

Clearwater Seafood Inc.
Connor Clark & Lunn Foundation

Mark & Ann Curry
Richard Dearden

Sir James Dunn Foundation
Government of the Northwest Territories

Government of Ontario
Government of Quebec

Greystone Managed Investments
Hnatyshyn Gough Lawyers

Ian Ihnatowycz
Norman & Margaret Jewison Charitable Foundation

Helen Mussallem
Michael O’Brian Family Foundation

Charles Pachter
James & Sandra Pitblado

St. Volodymyr Cultural Centre (Oakville)
Nancy Southam
TD Bank Group

UBS
WCPD Foundation 
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Mezzanine ($5,000 to $9,999)
Anonymous

Charles Armstrong
Jennifer Birchall- Creighton

Canril Corporation
H. Reuben Cohen

Thomas Downie Holdings Limited
Estate of Laureen Assaly
David Glenn Foundation

Frederick Fountain
William & Pauline Girgulis

Government of Nunavit
Government of Yukon

Audrey S. Hellyer Charitable Foundation
In Memory of Rita Morel

Jackman Foundation
Scott Joliffe

Magna International
Sean McAdam

Karen McClintock
Tom McLellan Family Foundation

J.E. Newell
Sara R. Nixon

William & Nancy Turner Foundation
George & Helen Vari Foundation

Milton Wong
Woodlawn Arts Foundation

Balcony ($1,000 to $4,999)
See our website at: www.rjhf.com to view a listing in PDF format

Thank you!

 
15



The Hnatyshyn Foundation, a private charity established by the late Right 
Honourable Ramon John Hnatyshyn, Canada’s twenty-fourth Governor 
General, began awarding grants in 2005. 

Each year our Developing Artist Grants program provides eight $10,000 
scholarships to exceptional young Canadians in post-secondary per-
forming arts training programs. The grants in English and French the-
atre - acting are made possible with the assistance of CIBC.

The Foundation also awards two annual prizes for excellence in Canadi-
an visual arts: $25,000 for a mid-career artist and $15,000 for a mid-ca-
reer curator of contemporary visual art.

The Charles Pachter Prize for Emerging Artists consists of three awards 
of five thousand dollars each to support a young emerging visual artist 
whose practice shows potential and is deemed to have the determination 
and talent to contribute to the legacy of art in Canada. Each year, the 
recipients are selected by the winner of the mid-career Hnatyshyn Foun-
dation Award for Curatorial Excellence.

The Hnatyshyn Foundation and TD Bank Group Emerging Curator of 
Contemporary Canadian Art Award of $10,000 is awarded annually to 
support an emerging curator under the age of 35 whose body of work 
incorporates a public presence and peer recognition. The recipient is se-
lected by a jury of art professionals.

303-340 MacLaren Street
Ottawa, ON  K2P 0M6
Phone: (613) 233-0108

www.rjhf.com

THE HNATYSHYN FOUNDATION 
LA FONDATION HNATYSHYN


